
human behavior. With humor and 
practical, down-to-earth examples, 
participants experience the ines-
capable realization that the behav-
ior of others is never personal – 
even when they mean it to be. 

Through Dr. Pennington’s hour-
long presentation, meeting partici-
pants will be able to: 

• Understand the power of 
unconscious beliefs in affect-
ing how everyone communi-
cates and how others get on 
your nerves. 

• Realize emotion as a method 
for communicating beliefs. 

• Understand that if a person is 
going to behave the way they 
do, whether you are there or 

Continued on Page 8 

Dr. Robert Pennington, an educa-
tional psychologist and award-
winning speaker, will talk about 
communication and human behav-
ior in the workplace at the next 
meeting of the Greater Houston 
Chapter of APMP on Wednesday, 
June 4.  

The meeting will begin at 11 a.m. 
at ABB, 3010 Briarpark Drive, 
Houston. Admission is $20 for 
members, $25 for nonmembers, 
and $15 for students (student ID 
required), and includes lunch. 
Seating is limited. 

Dr. Pennington’s presentation, It's 
Not Personal! Understanding Why 
People Behave the Way They Do, 
will use concepts drawn from the 
Myers-Briggs Type Indicator 
(MBTI), The Cycle of Conflict©, 

The Levels of Being© and The 
Emotional Computer© along with 
the presenter’s 35-year study of 

Dr. Robert Pennington, an educa-
tional psychologist and corporate 
training consultant, will speak at the 
June 4 chapter meeting. 

Why Our Behavior Is ‘Not Personal’ 
June 4 Speaker to Discuss Workplace Communication 
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Save the Dates and 
Follow the Links ... 

• APMP Houston  
Chapter Meeting, 
Wed., June 4,  
3010 Briarpark Drive 

• 19th Annual APMP 
International Confer-
ence and Exhibits, 
Tue.-Fri., May 27-30, 
2008, Rancho  
Mirage, Calif. 

• APMP Houston Board 
of Directors Meeting,  
Wed., July 9,  
3010 Briarpark Drive 

• APMP Houston  
Chapter Meeting, 
Wed., Aug. 6,  
3010 Briarpark Drive 
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With the 19th Annual APMP An-
nual Conference coming up, 
Texas-based members who plan to 
attend the yearly event will have 
an opportunity to congregate and 
network as a group. 

Members of the Lone Star (Dallas/
Fort Worth area), Central Texas 
(Austin/San Antonio area), and 

12:30 p.m. at the Westin Mission 
Hills Resort and Spa, site of this 
year’s APMP Annual Conference. 
Lunch is included as part of the 
conference registration fees. 

Texas APMP members should 
look for the table banners on the 
veranda that read “Texas All-
Stars.”  

Greater Houston chapters are cor-
dially invited to sit together during 
the afternoon lunch on Wednes-
day, May 28, according to 
Jeannette Waldie, Central U.S. 
Regional APMP Representative 
and Greater Houston APMP Chap-
ter President. 

The Wednesday lunch begins at 

Meet Up with Fellow Texans at 19th Annual Conference 

http://www.apmphouston.org/Programs.html
http://www.apmp.org/ca-29.aspx
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=address&country=US&popflag=0&latitude=&longitude=&name=&phone=&level=&addtohistory=&cat=&address=3010+Briarpark+Drive&city=Houston&state=TX&zipcode=
http://www.apmp.org/cp-22.aspx
http://www.apmpcentraltexas.com/
http://www.apmphouston.org
mailto:jeannette.waldie@att.net


ing the conference, join me on 
Wednesday at the “Texas All-
Star” tables for lunch. Look for 
the table banners on the veranda. 

See you soon! 

Regards, 

Jeannette Waldie, AM.APMP 
President,  
Greater Houston APMP Chapter 
and Central U.S. Regional 
APMP Representative 

nications Chair, Michael Kent, 
are both thinking of stepping 
down. So if you would like to 
meet regularly with a great 
bunch of folks and help make the 
Houston Chapter one of APMP’s 
top chapters, then send your bio 
to mjk77@yahoo.com to be 
published in our next newsletter. 
Elections will be held at the 
Aug. 6 meeting. 

The Chapter has applied to be 
considered for two APMP chap-
ter awards, which will be pre-
sented at the 2008 APMP An-
nual Conference in Rancho Mi-
rage, Calif. The award categories 

include Chapter Membership, 
Chapter Programs, Chapter Spe-
cial Events, and Chapter Com-
munications. The chapter has 
submitted applications in the 
Communications and Chapter 
Programs categories. 

APMP can also award the 
Stephen P. Shipley Award for 
the APMP Chapter of the Year, 
and the Steven S. Myers Award 
for the APMP Chapter Chair of 
the Year. Full APMP award 
details can be found on the 
APMP Web site. Wish us luck! 

Don’t forget! If you are attend-

From the Prez: Houston Board Elections Coming Up 
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How to Manage Those 
MS Word Section Breaks 
By David Wallis 

Section breaks in Microsoft 
Word can be set up to do great 
things, but in proposal produc-
tion, they tend to just complicate 
life and wreak havoc on docu-
ments. My advice is to avoid 
them if at all possible.  

Actually, you really only need 
section breaks if you want to 
change margins, page orienta-
tion, or headers/footers. All three 
of those tasks have workarounds: 
keep only one margin but manu-
ally override it as needed; keep 
headers/footers consistent or 
insert field codes if the header 
needs to repeat the current chap-
ter name; and don’t change page 
orientation, just rotate content 

when needed (who really cares if 
you have landscape content with 
portrait headers/footers). If you 
can live with these compromises, 
you’ll spend a lot less time for-
matting. 
Occasionally you will paste in 
content that contains many sec-
tions breaks. Often, the first 
thing you notice is that your 
headers, footers, and margins are 
suddenly all screwed up. The 
solution is to get rid of section 
breaks, but finding and deleting 
each one manually can be time 
consuming.  
Here’s an easier way: Click on 
“Edit,” “Replace,” click on 
“More” in the dialog box. 

Continued on Page 8 

Just as spring is turning into 
summer, it is time for the Greater 
Houston Chapter to select new 
Chapter Board officers. 

Last year, we revised the by-
laws to provide staggered terms 
for positions. The Board posi-
tions that are up for election this 
summer are: 

• President 

• Program Chair 

• Treasurer  

• Communications Chair 

Our current Program Chair, 
Tanya Willis, and our Commu-

David Wallis, a senior proposal manager at Halliburton, leads a live discus-
sion on Microsoft Word functionality. Mr. Wallis delivered his presentation at 
the April 2 meeting of the Greater Houston Chapter of APMP. 

http://www.apmp.org/fv-639.aspx
http://www.halliburton.com
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If you plan to attend the 19th Annual APMP 
Conference May 28-30 in Rancho Mirage, 
Calif., be on the lookout for “an old married 
couple” who will be trying to teach confer-
ence-goers a thing or two about “speed dat-
ing.” 

No, the APMP Conference has not become a 
geriatric singles seminar. In this case, “speed 
dating” serves as a metaphoric reference to 
the Conference’s opening presentation topic. 
And “an old married couple” refers to the 
self-deprecating humor employed by one-half 
of the wildly popular Conference duo – two 
men living on opposite sides of the Atlantic 
Ocean – who will be delivering that opening 
presentation. 

That duo would be Jon Williams and B.J. 
Lownie, both managing partners of Strategic 
Proposals, LLC, a global proposal consulting 
firm. If you were at last year’s APMP Confer-
ence in Savannah, Ga., or if you have been in 
the APMP circles for a while, Mr. Williams’ 
and Mr. Lownie’s names ought to be readily 
recognizable. But if you are relatively new to 
APMP, this tag-team of proposal subject-
matter experts has been a regular part of the 
APMP Conference cast for some time now. 

For example, at last year’s Conference, the 
two delivered the topic “The Church of Pro-
posal Excellence,” which Mr. Williams de-
scribed as “homage to the importance of ef-
fective proposals.” At this year’s opening 
session on Wednesday, May 28, Mr. Williams 
and Mr. Lownie will present “GPS – Getting 
People in Sync.” The hour-long keynote will 
focus on how teambuilding and the need for 
connecting and communicating with each 
other can be helpful in getting proposal team 
members to perform at high level. 

During this time, Mr. Williams and Mr. 
Lownie will use an entertaining, often humor-

Mr. Lownie added, “Jon and I immediately 
recognized that we shared a strange, twisted 
sense of humor and that we both viewed our 
respective team members with a bit of suspi-
cion – for not sharing our sense of humor – 
and we naturally migrated toward each other.” 

From that point, it was a matter of “logical 
progression,” according to Mr. Williams, who 
at the time was attempting to establish a stra-
tegic bid center for a major information tech-
nology company. While he considered him-
self highly knowledgeable on the topic of 
proposal evaluation and “what good looks 
like” in proposal terms, Mr. Williams said he 
wanted the best possible consultant to help 
develop processes, “and B.J. was the obvious 
choice.”  

“Since then we’ve had nearly 10 years of 
melding our different experiences,” Mr. Wil-
liams said, “and having fun doing so.” 

Mr. Williams and Mr. Lownie, both recipients 
of the prestigious APMP Fellow Award that  

Continued on Page 4 

ous, approach to help Conference attendees to 
connect with one another and hopefully get 
more from the three days’ worth of workshops 
and activities. “Think ‘speed dating’ for pro-
posal people,” according to advance APMP 
publicity for this presentation. (As for the “old 
married couple” reference, Mr. Lownie makes 
the tongue-in-cheek comparison on their pro-
posal blog. More on the blog later.) 

So what makes these guys’ APMP Confer-
ence presentations so well received? A lot of 
it has to do with how well Mr. Williams and 
Mr. Lownie work together, and that goes back 
to 1998, when the two first met. At the time, 
Mr. Lownie was serving as the proposal 
leader of a proposal effort while Mr. Williams 
worked for the client as the head of purchas-
ing. 

“I think we each recognized ‘kindred spirits’ 
in the other from the outset,” Mr. Williams 
said. “(We are) people who love to do things 
creatively, who strive for first-class results, 
who enjoy stimulating others to do great 
stuff.” 

Nothing’s ‘Old’ About This Conference Duo 

Jon Williams B.J. Lownie 

http://www.strategicproposals.com/
http://www.strategicproposals.com/
http://www.apmp.org/av-93.aspx
http://www.apmp.org/av-93.aspx
http://www.theproposalguys.com/about/
http://www.theproposalguys.com/about/


http://www.theproposalguys.com/


http://www.apmp.org/
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Local Members 
to Present  
at Conference 
Greater Houston Chapter mem-
bers Jeannette Waldie and Tim 
Budzik will be among the many 
featured presenters at the 19th 
Annual APMP Conference in 
Rancho Mirage, Calif. 

On Thursday, May 29, Ms. 
Waldie, senior marketing coordi-
nator for TCB in Houston and 
current Greater Houston Chapter 
President, will lead a hands-on 
presentation on managing pro-
posal resumes. Real-world ex-
amples will be shown throughout 
the presentation. This session is 
geared toward benefiting any 
professional who write resumes, 
whether as part of a large pro-
posal center or as a “Proposal 
Lone Ranger.”  

On Friday, May 30, Mr. Budzik, 
a senior capture manager at 
Houston-based United Space 
Alliance, will take part in a panel 
discussion on the influence of 
the proposal capture manager 
role. Other participants will in-
clude Eric Gregory of CACI and 
Allen Netzer of Shipley. There 
will be discussion and a ques-
tion-and-answer session on the 
relevance and influence of the 
capture manager in three phases 
of a business development op-
portunity.  

These phases are: influencing the 
Request for Proposal (RFP), 
influencing the capture team, 
and influencing the response.  
The discussion will be led by a  

Continued on Page 7 
For More Information, Go To: www. apmp.org/ca-29.aspx 

You Can Still Register! 

http://www.tcb.aecom.com/
http://www.unitedspacealliance.com/
http://www.unitedspacealliance.com/
http://www.caci.com/
http://www.shipleywins.com/index.php
http://www.apmp.org/ca-29.aspx


http://www.theproposalguys.com/TheVeryBestofTheProposalGuys.pdf


http://www.halliburton.com
http://www.robertpennington.com/aboutus.html
https://www.apmp.org/siteSpecific/customer/register_accountData.aspx
https://www.apmp.org/siteSpecific/customer/register_accountData.aspx
http://www.robertpennington.com/aboutus.html

